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But let me take clause by clause some of the important points of
Mr C. Rajagopalachari's formula. First take the preamble basis of
the terms which if accepted will completely bind the Muslim League
whereas the Mahatma may withdraw his blessings as he is not speakr*
ing according to Mr C. Rajagopalachari with the authority of the
Congress or in his representative capacity whatever that may mean.
Then we come to the first clause: " subject to terms set out below as
regards the constitution." I do not see "the constitution" in this for-
mula. Which constitution does he refer to? Then comes the demand
for independence. It implies that we are against the independence
of the peoples of India and both Mr Gandhi and Mr C. Rajagopala-
chari know that it is an uncalled for insinuation to make.
Next comes the condition that we will cooperate with the Congress
in the formation of a provisional interim government for the transi-
tion period thereby arrogating to the Congress a dominant and
superior position and requiring our cooperation as a subordinate body
with this leading organization. As to the kind of provisional interim
government for the transitional period that is to be formed, no indi-
cation is given as to its form, character, personnel, its powers etc.
After the termination of the war, a commission shall be appointed
for demarcating contiguous districts in the north-west and east of
India and a plebiscite of all the inhabitants would be held districtwise
where the Muslim population is in absolute majority. It is not stated
who will appoint this commission, what will be its personnel and its
powers and who will enforce its findings. Really how can Mr C.
Rajagopalachari stand unabashed and make the public statement
that his formula concedes all that the Muslim League's resolution of
March 1940 demanded.
It would be open to all parties to advocate their point of view be-
fore the plebiscite is held although this agreement is intended to be
only between the Congress and the League. Next, in the event of
separation, mutual agreements shall be entered into for safeguarding
defence, commerce and communications and for other essential pur-
poses. The question arises, safeguarding these matters from whom
and what does it mean. These mutual agreements are made obliga-
tory and it is not very easy to understand the significance of this
clause.
Then comes the last clause which is the height of ingenuity. These
terms shall be binding only in the case of transfer by the British of
full power and responsibility for the Government of India. But it
does not say to whom. According to the latest statemen t by Mr
Gandhi, the August resolution is " absolutely innocuous ", that while his
authority has lapsed the August resolution has not lapsed. Let it